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BOOK ONL

The Decline of the West

PUNT N

CHAPTER ONE

The Obscute Revolution

v Wy Reason for 1 rung This Rack

Durng the fateful sommer of 1938 § besn writemg @ oo
11 2a effant (0 COmE 10 orws 0 Wy own meed and heat
nak the mounung disorder in pur Yeestem soevty 1 wat
g, o Pans at the tme and § bad leamed that G
@ cision had been taken winch was soon tolesd Mr Cham
tesle 7 2nd Monst us Dalzdet to Munxh, Lite bope ¢
wanned that anctker wond war could be averted except by
object surrender 214 yet there w.3 10 Twre prospect that
France end Great Batan would be able to withuard e
onstanght kot was comurg, ’ﬂ‘cy were wop tpared thew
e were divided and demoralized. The Xm’tu 1 were
araway were determusedito be pewtnal and were vuarmed.
lCcW f£lted wih l‘zr:bodmg that dxc‘muum ofte At
manty would not prove equal 10 e chatlerpe o
that, ¥ they (aded, we shoold fove ot gread uaxing;m g'
:mib}y lhe(\xtxm?'mf; e?;‘:;anh A won for Lim elf af sr
centurwes of strugele 20d which were sow thy
Tomng tde of bm%:my seatened by tae
gan wiin,, wnlied by the need
rielhgble w mysed the 2armin fohure :? ‘:;?k VCV:&:
ihetat acies 16 cope witls the reatitss of thy cene
tury 1 bad done 2 draft of he book when the & of
rance mode @ evilent that we 400 mut soon be enpared
e b e 4 1 Gy (19) The b

134
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188s T1e Re olunonary Yerr

kaowing
N Decevsen 1941 1 put (he manuscript away
’\h-.t 5o much was gomp“'.o happen to the wotl;l] dat;i (‘g
e that of ever § et back to the ook, ¥ ¥

gt it over wwmn. When 1 did come back to 1t afer the
war th forrbodng whick hod imspired 1 was 1o 3 teratle
measnre redliz & Somethimg had oot very wron a the
Thersd democracees ‘They had 1o be sure defeated thew
encmies They had avouded defeat and subjection But they
were unsbl to moke peace and to Testore axder For the
seeond tuve m 2 geperaton they tad fnded o prtsent 2
tmous was 1h~y had been uawilling to prepare themselves
to wace the war and when at fong tast and at exotbitant
cost they had managed 1o defeat therr enemus they had
been unable to make peace out of th e wictones They
were entangled m 3 Viciows cwdle of wars that led 1o ever
igpee and onder wars Could 1t be deved that they weze
sk wath some Yand of meapacity to cope with realty ta
govern therr affawrs to defend thest vital interests agd 1t
mught be 10 wmsure th w sarvival as free and democnatie
states?

‘There was no mustakmg the dechue of the West, Thirty
sears after Wilson had proclazmed 2 world at peace under
demowatie governments the North Atlantie democractes
were yrmcchxcd with the defense of western Europe and
the fripes of the Futastan contnent. In Jess than balf 2
century ¢ had come 10 that In 1900 men everywhers on
carth had scknowledged, even when they resented, the pn
macy of the Western natons wete the recognized
Jeaders m the progress of mankind and 1t was faken ag
axomatie that the guestion was whea, and not whather
e Tess advanced people would have leamed bow ta us
the Western techinology to hold free elections to respect
the Bull of Riehts and to Ive by tts pobtical philosophy
Unti 1917 the model for & new govemment angehere in
the world even 1 Russa was kberal democracy 1 the
vy e o o 190 S o

ut by the of ¥ £S taken a sharp turn
Lord Bryce was then finshimng b Modern Dtm;cpfaﬂu
and thotigh e stll wrote m the prewar manner that demo-~
+ravy was spreading and that the pumber of demacracses



12 THE DECLINE OF THE WEST

i1nd moreover engaged alone if the Battde of Brtam was
ost

But at this time the Amencan people were as unprepared
1 thewr munds as tn thewr rahitary establishment. Could the
democracies be rallied could they be collected and nened
for the ordeal so that they would be equal to tus mortal
challenge? They had the supenior assets They had the num
bess the resources the mfiueace But did they hne the
mnyight, the disciphine to persesere and the resolution to £o
throu b with 11? Though they bad the means did they ako
have the will and did they still know how? A second wosid
war was making up out of the rumns and the faduses of the
first and there was nothing to show that the Westem demo-
cratic governments were m coptrol of then affars ap
capable of makmg the necessry decisions They were re
acting to events and they were not povermng them Could
they avord defeat and conquest without an cxhaustion
which soupld rend the fabre of Western society without
enormitses of suffenng which would alienate the masses of
the people and without resartine to measures of vioknet
which mught become mnexprable? They were so very late
and they were becommg engaged m they knew not what
They had refused to take i what they saw they had re-
fused to believe what they heard they had wished and they
bad waited hoping agamst hope

It did not come easdly to one who hhe myself had known
the soft awr of the world before the wam to recopmze and
acknowledge the swchness of the Western liberal demo-
cracies Yet as we were beim, drawn unready and unarmed
mto the second of the great wars there was no denymg
st scemed to me that there 1s a deep dr ord 1 10 our society
which comes pot from the machiniticns of our enemues
ang from the adversiies of the human condition but from
withn ousselves I s one of a lirge company who felt
that way Mever doubtne that the utmost resstance was
smperative and that defeat would be wreparible and m
tolerable they were a company who hnew m thewr b arts
that by total war our world could not be muade safe for
democracy nor for the four freedoms Wo were 1 had come
to see not wound=d but sick and because we were fuling
tp brpg order and peace to the world ae were beset by
those who beheved they have been chosen to su~teed ws
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3 Internal Revalutian 1o the Dentocracies

A vicoRous entic of domocracy Su Henry Maine vntng
w 1884 ust a5 England was about to adopt general man
hood mfmge cheesved that  thers ke 10 grosser
mstike (hag the yopression that “Democtacy differs from
Momaschy s essence  For “the tests of success sn the
pestormance of the aecessary and natural dutes of & gor
etnment ate precscly the same m both cases  These
vl and vecessary dites have 1o do witk the defense
and adv ncement abzoad of the wital wterests of the statd
and wits s order secunty and sohvewey at home In
sanably thess duties call for hard dectsions They are hard
Pecause the genernors of the stote must tax, conserpt,
command E;obfmt they mustassert a public inferest agasmist
e inchination wod arainst nhat s e2sy and popular
mme an{ to do their duty they must often swun agamt
2 4

of te fecling.

The b.mgg:of governmg was nlle realzed m the eatly
1900s Fer wore tan & cendury winfe democtay
wasmokan s histone advance there had been a remark
able mterlude dunng which the governments rarely had to
make bard deomont Swnce Waterioo there had beem no
world war and after the Amencan Cwl War aaly 3 few
short and focaliz.d wass 1t was 8 twme of typansion g
velopment, Theranon there were pew coatinents to be
colonized a rre was 2 uew mdustoal system 1o be
Sevtioped It seemed 23 tongh munking had outitved the
Lmpests of hustory The povernments—which wete 1
creasin by & {beral and spared
the ncc:g:ﬂy of d;f?!“g.ng ‘vmh the(ha:ﬂ ssues of war znd
peace of secuety and solvency of conststutronat

< E5y e ey sonak order ang

ey with
with the more and mote and the better and |
was secure Wberty a3 assured o the mybc 533 e
1o the &t;rsun of private happmess fpen
Lo tus long peace the Lberals becarse fatamuated to the
mon \?m &n 2 fres and progressne
g that the gnemment chould be weak
generatont the West had founshed :naer ;‘;Zr;:;ﬁ
ScHmyMaue P puler G erpmm U1886) pp 606y
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the Ape of Progress had
I R oy s of e o
ctenste Of o0 5
which had been chara s :vpkcxé‘xsh&?nd
em agun whie the Bghting procetd: ove
255’:’; \xl?a: nceﬁm N (han ever before but the monsy
regqured tyreed out to be small m comparison Wil the
money that could be rassed (with the help of refined ad
vances 1 the s and manspulation of eredt) and i
relaion to the quantity of mumnoas which money and
credt could by Al this rovant (has whea war broke
outagun the advanced nanens bad become s Nickerson
sy capabl of sacnfices so ufationally preat that the
bieeding Wictoe would famt upon the corpse of us wicum ™
The stram of the war worked up a menaciag popular
pressure upon the weak governments. We can &mk
pamt 10 1917 a8 the year when te gressuce beeame 50
strong that the mstrstonal framework of the establsh.d
goveraments broke wnder 1t

& strmg beeame unbearable 1917 was the year of the

two Russian revolutions 1t was the year of the Amencan
Wvolvemant which brought with 1t e declaranon of the
Wilsonuan principles For Izaly @ was the year of Caporetto
For Austria Huntary it was the beginning of the end wader
the successor of Francis Joseph, For Germany ut wa the
yearof th July cnisis and of the nzed of the Prussian mon
achy 1o bsten 1o the Rechstag and sts demand for a
negohated peace For France «t wras the yeor of the ma
tmies and for Batam the year of mortal penl from the
submanine In eastern and central Evrope tortured and 1
tunated masses braught down the Iostone states and the
wmstivbions of the ¢ld repime In west.m Evsope and 1
donk Axxlxhcma e ‘;imhhm\mh 1ok the formw-t 1
may use the term—of a ad petvasve nfilyation,
Behund the fagade which was littde changed the ald steace
ture of executive povernment with the consent of a Tep-
235eTvly was ded here and

y

“Ta el tary mavacres of 191419151976

ost permase 1y er 900000 e, b Bris o Tt 00

£ ol Bt

Presumed 1o b ¢ died. Asotber 2500 00 ban o 100 illion are
etz munoy and

H fimag Nackesses,
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1 1o 1o end the Age of Prowress had,

‘;:1;5‘;?:‘{:& !:‘:::eghd the, Lmitmg featares of the warlare
which had been charactenste of Newtons age Eumpf‘
could now afford enotrons armues coud teplenish
sopply them agun while the B %
WOREY WIS e
1 qam

ey
w we neip of refined
‘\x»xa?g .. we and mampulon of credit) and ;m
rlatan to the quastity of mumtiwns wheeh money and
oot could boy AL this meant that whea waz beoke
outagam the advazced natons had becort 2g Nickerson
says  capable of sachdfices so wrationally preat that ﬂsg
Tleeding wictor would faunt upon the carpse of bus vicum
“The stram of the wir worked ©p & mennRg

Nar
vpon the wesk governments, W& can ¥4
gosat to 1917 ay the year when the pressure became so
strong that the 1 £ % of the established
governments broke under .

The stratn became unbearable 1917 was the year of th
two Russun revolutums {t was the yeac of the Amencan
mvalvement whach brought with i the declaration of the
' dsoman prinevples For Italy st was the year of Caporetto
For Austna Hungary 1t was the begmnning of the end uader
the suceessor of Franer Joseph. For Germany at was the
yeor of \he July ensss and of tae need of the Prassizn mon
archy o lsten to the Reschstag and its demand for 2
e otated peace Fot Fracce 1t was the year of the me
ties and fo5 Britan the year of yoonta} perll from e
Submanne In eastern avd central Bvrope tortared and
turated massfsmhemumm down the bistone states and the
mststations 4 old wegmme In westerm Eutope and m
Moty Amlgnc‘a the bircak;h:wgh took the form—if 1
may v the term—of a and pervaswve oflteation,
Behund the fagade which wﬁ’ lttle v.&ngzd the old strue
ture. ©f executive government wih the consent of & Tep-
seseniatnis assembly was dismantied-~00t everywhers and
“Ta the ol Tassacres
BRI 2R, LD e
amber and th Crermans & WL ov 1 $00 000 53120y had
mubilzed 12,000 000 men 2nd ¢ frem al jeast four mdlon are
er muse g midm 2t m&léi\“;;”\?: wnogr:gmnmm &
Hoftoan Nockerson, T drmed foed 1340) op 202290
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o to think pootly of the policians and to talk with
235‘3 t:mm ab‘o,gt0 t’.zc vaters No more than the kngs
Before them should the people be hed.ed with divimty
Like 28 prnces and rulers ke sl sovereiens they are
ill served by Hastery and adulation And they are betrayed
by the servile hypocnsy whch tells them that what 15 true
20d what Is fale d';dm 13 nght and what 15 wron  can
be determmed eI VOles

U Tam nghblym what 1 have been sayng, there has
developed 1m this ceatary a fonctional derangement of
the relationship between the mass of the people and the
government. The people have ac power which they
are weapable of exerosiog and the governments they
elect bave lost powers which they mast recover s they are
1o govern. What then are the true boundanes of the peo-
E}:s power? The answer cannot be sunple Rut for a ough

gnnung let o8 say that the people are able 1o pve and
fo wuthold thetr consent to beng govera el Con
sent to what the government sks of them proposes 1o
them, a0d has done 10 the conduct of there affayrs They
can elect the government They can remove 1t They can
approve ot disapprove w3 pe:

ormance But they cannot
ter the government. The

astment bt they are quabfied 1o name
Person who shall exercise 18 Y Th%y are oot qual-
fied 10 fegnlate wath us therefore they
lemslators

only choose the

of the Precipitate
Western. octety It may of 1t
[
lh:n “t;-e arrested and reversed brng about the fant of
openstty 1o this deranpemeny
ability of aar “slccm‘y b‘:: 1t have g long‘a:%d&p!;ﬁz
ore 1 have brooded
1 tave bned through myself, the mu;:l:m; t:;%
B (Foded V1 103
Swmon, Phllozoghy 1 0 Horro %4“15'::":3'9 xdy?‘ff o ran






CHAPTER TWO
The Malady of Democsatic States

v Public Opsmon m War and Peace

e w 1913 yust before the outbreak of the war
and having m mmai Queen Yntona and Kng Edwand
& VI Si Harry Jobeston thus described how Joreign
altairs were conducted m the Daoeteenthy Century

1a those dayy, a countsy’ T} Yons w 1k 1t negtbon
of wath dstar land were dealt with almost exclumvely
by (he head of the State~Empero  ¥ung, or Prendent
—arimg % th the mojeo lesm dependest M auster(
Stste who was no representabive of the tmas o5 but ihe
empliye of the Men rch Eventy we ¢ prepaced and
sprupg on a submss v¢ a confident, or a sup @ people.
The public Press cnwoized, mo ¢ oftes wpplauded, but
bad 2t most o deal with a fat scogmpl and make the
best of G Oeeas omally 1n ouy ©wn Jand a statesman,
out of office and discontent &, went round the great
provecl 1owns aptatng bzunst the trend of Bntnh
1 re gn polcy—perhaps wisely perhapy unfauly we
¢ ot yes kn w—oend scored 4 skt success Bot onte
w0 office fus Caboet {11 m by degrees with the vews
of the Sovere gn and the pesmanent offinals (after 1he
fifves of the last century these public servants were &
£ <107 of eve -2rowing Jnportante) and, as before ibe
la eigo pobey & e Empue was shoged by o amell
camantla consisting of the S0 tre gn, two Cabwet Mo
isters, the permanent U der Secretary of State £ 5 For
;‘ag:r%' and perhaps oot representauve of Iz pluy

Without wiang tt 100 Iterally fhis 1s 2 faie des
of locign affaws were conducted Mgr: g: pl?l;nt
Weosld War There were excepons The Aberdeen gov
Sie Harey § bt o, “Common Sense i Fore
eted 1 Bovatd Leg 3 B Kot oo 5,8 42
Hons of Ear pe (9323 9 129 0 The ke
21
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tion of Germans grew up they rebelled R
the Wee am 4 ~

n

peace ¢
too pac M u
the wa o announcmng he wonld wage agamst

Europe Having refused the nsk of trying to prevent war
they would not now prepare for the war The E
democracies chose to rely on the double pecatne of
unarmed appeasement, and the American democracy chos
to rely on unarmed solation

When the unprevented wac came the fatal cycle was
repeated Western Eunrope was defeated ang occupred be-
fore the Bnush people began senously to wace the war
And after the catastrophe 1 Western Europe eighteen

months of md elapsed before the sur

prise and sbhock of Pearl Harbor did for the Amencan
people what no amount of argument and evidence and
reason had been able to do

Once agan 1t seemed umpossible to wage the wat
eqergetically except by wekag ¢he peaple (@ paroxysms
of hatred and to uvtopran dreams So they were told that
the Four Freedoms would be established everywhere once
the wnenrably bad Germans and the mcurably bad Japanese
had been forced to swrender unconditionally The war
could be popular only if the enemy was altogether evil
and the Allies very nearly perfect. This muxture of en
venomed hatred and funious nighteousness made a public
opiton which would not tolerate the caleulated com
promises that dumble settlements demand Once 2gamn
the people were drugged by the propaganda which bad
aroused them to fight the war and to endure 1ts misenes
Once agam they would not think once agam they would
not allow their leaders to tlunk about an eventual peace
with therr enemes or about the differences that must
anse among the Allies m thus coalition as wm all earher
ones How well this popular diplomacy worked 15 attested
by the fact that less than five years after the democractes
had disarmed thewr enemues they were unplonmg thetr
former enemies Germany and Japan to rearm

The record shows that the lﬁcuplc of the democracies
having become soverengn 1o thus century have made 1t
mereasingly difficult for thewr governments to prepare
properly for war or to make peace Thewr responsible
officials have been hie the mmisters of an opinsonated
and widlfl despot Between the cntical junctures when
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first m order to gamn admittance mto and then to fafe
Possession of the organs of government

When they declared that a prince (George IMT) whose
character 15 thys marked by every act which may define
@ tyrant 15 unfit 1o pe the "ruler of a free people  they
Were not saying that there was no gne who was fit ¢
the ruler of a free people They were imbueq with the

t Yy &S diter they had overthrown the gov
emmment of the hing They were not niulists to whom the
revclunonary act of overthmwmg the sovereign 15 the
clmax and consummation of everything

2 The Paradigin of Revolution

OF THE two nwval philosophies the Jacobin 1s almost every
where n the ascendant It 15 4 ready philosophy forAmEﬂ
who' prervxously excluded from the min o -
cently anf o

¢ v ledetion as de Tocqueville s obser
vation explamns ¢o government by a caste When there

IS 00 opening for the gradualness "of reform and for en
Tanch lation a reyol, ry collision 15

most likely

The Jacobin doctrine 15 addressed to the revolutionary
collision between the nviolable Soverning caste and the
excluded men clatmmg the redress of thesr grievances and
therr place 1n the sun Though ¢ professes to be a political
phulosophy the doctrne IS not n fact 4 phulosophy of
government It 1s a gospel anqd also a strategy for revolu
tion It announces the promise that the crusade which 18

create a good socrety
The pecubar essence of the dogma 15 that the revoly
tion tself 1s the creative act Towards the revolution as
such because 1t 1s the culmmation and the climax ) the
Iabor and the sacnfice of the struggle are 1o be dircereg
The revolutionary act will remove the causes of ey
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BOOK TWO

The Publyc P/JIIOJ‘OP/J_))

CHAPTER EIGHT
The Eclipse of the Public Philosophy

1 On the Efficacy of Ideas

THERE are those who would say using the words of
philosophers to prove 1t that 1t 15 the charactenistic dlu
swon of the tender minded that they believe in philosophy
Those who can do those who cannot teach and theonze
And bemng theonsts by profession they exasgerate the
eficacy of ideas which are mere airy nothings without
mass or energy the mere shadows of 3c exstential world
of substance and of force of habits and deswes of ma
chines and armues

Yet the illusion if 1t were one 15 nordmately tenactous
It 15 impossible to remove 1t from the common scnse 1n
which we Iive and have our bemg In the famuiar daylght
world we cannot act as if ideas had no conscquences The
whole vast labor and rassxon of public hfe would be non
sense if we did not believe that it makes g difference what
1s done by parties pap 0oks  broad, schools
and churches All their effort would be wrrelevant indeed
nonsense ltke an argument about what Nebuchadnezzar
should be served for tomorrow moming s breakfast

The most thoroughgoing skeptic 1s unable 1n practice
to make a clean swecp—10 say that since 1deas have no
consequences there is 00 such thing as a good idea or a
bad one a true 1dea or a false one For lLher:: 1s no escap-
ing the mdubitable fact of;;PcmﬂCc at we are often
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